66                         Don Francisco Giner:

between the priests and the professors/' The Times corre-
spondent observes, " contribute in no small degree to perpetuate
political agitation in Spain...and other Latin or Catholic
countries, one party declaring that Science is undermining the
whole basis of public morality, the other contending that
religion is stopping the way of all scientific advancement."1

Don Francisco was imprisoned in the Castle of Santa
Catalina at Cadiz, a forbidding fortress on the edge of the
Atlantic. The British consul, Thomas Fellowes Reade, went to
see him, and is said to have offered him his support and that
of public opinion in England. This, however, Giner refused.
" A Spanish Government", he said, "has put me in prison; and a
Spanish Government must get me out." He made friends with a
Scottish family, one member of which, Joseph Macpherson, was
a geologist who afterwards lived in Madrid, installed a geo-
logical laboratory in his own house and took classes for Don
. Francisco. He was the author of several geological worb
published in Spanish, and amused Don Francisco by declaring
that he had never had to sit for a single examination, or ob-
tained any academic distinction in his fife.2 His name has been
cut, as a memorial, on one of the pillars of the "Geologists'
Well" in the Sierra de Guadarrama.

Another friend of that time, Arcimis, was also interested in
science. He was an astronomer, a Spanish Sir Robert Ball,
whose book El telescopic moderno did for a whole generation of
Spanish children what Stctrland did for us in England. In after
years in Madrid, he set up a little observatory for Don Fran-
cisco, on the roof of his house. Proposals were made for
founding a free Spanish university in Gibraltar (which would
have been of the greatest benefit to Gibraltar, at any rate, if not
to the rest of Spain); but eventually Giner was allowed to return
to Madrid, and there, with the help of other lecturers who had
also been " separated from their chairs", he was able to put into
practice a scheme which had been in his mind from the first
moment of persecution.

1 Tlv> Tims, 10 April, 1875.

* F. Giner, Ensayos de Education, 128 (note).